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Two Recent Psychic Experiences 


BY VIRGINIA PIERSON 
























It is often the least dramatic experiences that carry the 
greatest conviction of supernormality. I have had two such 
experiences of widely varying nature during the past year. 
The first is an example of physical phenomena in a sitting 
with “Margery”. 

My husband and I had the privilege of a number of 
sittings with Mrs. Crandon in June of this year. We have 
watched the “Margery” Mediumship with great interest 
and have participated in sittings at Lime Street at intervals 
for a period of eight years or more. This year we spent 
four days and evenings with Dr. and Mrs. Crandon and 
during that time we were present at eight dark sittings, 
two of which were remarkable for their physical mani- 
festations, two were blanks, and the balance were of varying 
degrees of interest and abundance of phenomena. 

The impression that we received in general was that the 
manifestations are in many respects stronger and more 
arresting than ever. The “Walter” voice is deeper and 
more vibrant and the trance condition quickly and easily 
attained except when, as occasion happens, no trance seems 
possible and a blank sitting ensues. Even under this disap- 
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pointing condition the “Walter” voice usually speaks for 
an instant, sometimes to advise us to desist for the time 
being. Psychic manifestations are never wholly confined 
to the séance room, but are always recurring in Mrs. 
Crandon’s presence. Wherever she is, small inexplicable 
phenomena are continuous. This fact is one which greatly 
increases the confidence of the visitor to Lime Street, for 
it would hardly be possible for a person to normally bring 
about so many strange small happenings day after day 
and week after week. 

The sittings which my husband and I attended in June 
did not take place at Lime Street but in different houses 
and localities near Boston. The sitting which I will describe 
in detail was one of the most satisfying of my experience. 
The number of sitters was small and the visibility was ex- 
ceptionally good. 

The sitters were as follows from left to right, in the 
order of their positions in the circle: “Margery”, William 
H. Button, Mr. Nogouchi, myself, and my husband, Thomas 
H. Pierson. Mr. Button said my husband sat on the left and 
right of the medium controlling her hands. The room was 
dark and we sat around an ordinary leather topped card 
table. On the table had been placed a china vegetable dish 
about eight inches long by six inches wide and in it were 
placed four solid red rubber balls striped with broad bands 
of luminous paint. These balls gave off so much light that 
the inside of the dish was plainly visible. Almost at once 
after the electric light had been extinguished, and we had all 
taken hands, the balls in the dish began to rotate. The dish 
itself did not move and any stick or wire used to stir up 
the balls would have been visible above them. 

After the first movement of the balls which must have 
occurred before “Margery” was entranced, there was quiet 
for some time. Then “Walter’s” voice made some unim- 
portant comments and we replied to them. 

After another lapse of silence in which our eyes became 
accustomed to the dark, the inside of the dish was very 
plainly seen. Suddenly the dish moved, scraping along the 
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top of the table, and then began to tip. My husband was the 
first to see the terminal at the edge of the dish. Then I saw 
it. It looked like a dark band, then like a thumb in a mitten. 
It was sometimes blunt and sometimes more slender. The 
extraordinary way it changed its shape made a deep im- 
pression on me. I leaned so far forward in my intensity 
that my nose almost touched the edge of the dish and 
‘“Walter’s” voice begged me somewhat emphatically to relax. 
The dish tipped first one way and then another and at such 
an angle that it seemed that the balls must roll out, but they 
did not, and the rocking continued for some minutes with a 
good deal of noise. Control of ‘““Margery’s” hands was an- 
nounced perfect by my husband and Mr. Button. The 
others also announced that all hands were held. The 
terminal showed itself only on the left side of the dish 
from my position, which would be to the medium’s right, 
and appeared to come from between her and my husband. 

No other physical manifestation took place during that 
sitting and “Walter’s” remarks were fragmentary and un- 
important. Yet the evening left a strong impression on all 
the sitters; a conviction that they had witnessed phenomena 
of the most definite and remarkable character. 

The second experience which I will relate was of a 
totally different nature. My sister, Mrs. H. L. Baggallay 
is able to do automatic writing, especially when I am with 
her. Although usually full of interest and of a constructive 
and intellectual type, it is not of a veridical nature. She has 
never attempted to work for evidence of survival. While 
we were together last summer in England we wrote daily, 
receiving interesting and encouraging messages supposedly 
from friends and relatives who are dead. Another sister, 
Mrs. Daly of Ottawa, who has always been very skeptical of 
the supernormality of automatic writing or any other 
psychic manifestation, wrote us that she would be more 
convinced if she could be given some personal proof and 
suggested a test. She wrote that she would place a name, 
which was unknown to Mrs. Baggallay and myself, on the 
bureau of her room, and also on the bureau of our brother’s 
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room, and that the purported communicator should en- 
deavor to read the name and give it or the initials of the 
name through my sister, Mrs. Baggallay, in automatic 
writing. We agreed, and my sister, Mrs. Daly, placed a 
name in large letters on the mirrors of the two dressing 
tables. 

A message came from the communicator in the automatic 
script that he was unable to see into the rooms at all. Ata 
second sitting he wrote that he was not able to get close 
enough to Mrs. Daly because of her attitude, to read any 
writing in her room, but that he had been able to get closer 
to our brother and in a mist had seen the letter “M”’. 

I wrote immediately to my sister in Canada with this 
information and was disappointed to receive a reply that the 
letter ““M” was completely unsatisfactory. In fact no letter 
“M” was contained in the name at all. 

At a subsequent sitting the control wrote that he had 
tried again and had received the impression from our 
brother’s room of the letters A. S. M. in a jumble. 

I again wrote to my sister and she replied that A. S. M. 
meant nothing; that the name she had placed on the two 
bureaus was Lawrence Fullerton. We were all greatly 
disappointed that the test had proved such a failure and I 
again wrote to my sister expressing my disappointment and 
asking her whether there was any possibility of the initials 
A. S. M. being on the inside of a collar band or some other 
object on the bureau. The initials are not familiar ones in 
our family so it was a half-hearted suggestion. Mrs. Daly, 
upon receipt of my letter, went at once to our brother’s room 
and there she found a small box of medicine, upon which 
was printed several lines of instructions and the words: from 
Dr. A. S. Maclean. The medicine was addressed to a lady 
who had been visiting in the house some months before and 
had been lying on the bureau since her departure. 

This incident is not very dramatic, and yet the possibilities 
of a coincidence are small. It seems to suggest a theory. 
If the control of my sister’s automatic script is a separate 
entity as much of the writing seems to indicate, then he is 
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dependent upon the faculties of a third person to get im- 
pressions of this world. He wrote that he could not see 
the letters on Mrs. Daly’s bureau because of her skepticism. 
But he finally managed to get a set of initials from our 
brother’s room. Those initials had undoubtedly been seen 
and unconsciously noted by our brother but he would not 
have associated them with the test which he knew about 
because the name Lawrence Fullerton had been placed in a 
prominent position before his mirror for that purpose. 
Nor was the conscious impression of the letters A. S. M. 
likely to have been very strong, because the medicine was 
not his and he did not know the doctor. In fact when 
asked about it, he denied having ever noticed the name on 
the box. 


In straight telepathy it is often the passing impression 
which is transmitted instead of the set of ideas chosen for 
the purpose. F. W. H. Myers gives an instance in Human 
Personality vol. 1, p. 629. A physician and his wife con- 
ducted a series of experiments in telepathy. They were 
remarkably successful and the record very accurately kept. 
In several instances, correct impressions were received 
which were not consciously sent. It is possible that a com- 
muicator attempting to receive an impression of a material 
world with which he has no physical contact would attempt 
to draw from the subconscious mind of someone in contact 
with that world. If such is the case in this instance, he picked 
up the impression of A. S. M., undoubtedly noted, but not 
retained in my brother’s conscious memory. There is also 
the possibility of an indirect telepathic transmission from 
the subconscious mind of my brother to the subconscious 
mind of my sister in England. To my mind such an explan- 
ation would be far fetched as my brother in Canada and my 
sister in England never see each other and are very rarely in 
even written communication. I do not pretend to offer any 
explanation for the means by which the transmission was 
effected, but that the incident was beyond the bounds of 
coincidence I am quite confident. 


Using the Resources of the Extra-Conscious 
BY JOHN J. O'NEILL 


The field of consciousness is but a small bright band of 
visibility in the complete spectrum of our minds. In the 
spectrum of electromagnetic radiations the band of visible 
light is a very narrow strip between the vastly more exten- 
sive areas of invisible or black light that range below the 
red and above the violet ends. In the former range we 
have the very useful heat rays and radio waves and in the 
latter we have the ultra violet rays and X rays, all powerful 
agents capable of producing intense physical effects although 
the rays themselves are entirely invisible to us. We have 
been able to adapt these rays to useful purposes because 
the scientists have learned how to detect, measure and con- 
trol their production and application. A similar task faces 
the workers in the field of psychical research. A vast array 
of supernormal phenomena has been recorded. Its nature 
must be determined and also the mechanisms by which it 
was produced and made available to our conscious knowl- 
edge. Before we can make much progress in our efforts to 
solve our many mysteries we must learn more of the possi- 
bilities latent in the human mind. Some very common 
experiences give us important clues to the manner in which 
the extra-conscious realm of the mind works. The follow- 
ing incident is a case in point: 

The question — “Do we dream in natural colors or do 
the dream images always appear in black and white?” was 
submitted to me by a friend. I could not answer the ques- 
tion with any certainty from my own recollections, and 
none of the reference works available at the time touched 
on the subject. He was in no hurry for the answer so I 
promised to do some further research work at my earliest 
opportunity. The matter slipped my mind and I failed to 
make the promised inquiry. Nevertheless, the answer came 
in a most unexpected way. 
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Not only did I learn the answer to the question but it 
came in a way that demonstrated the existence of a source 
of knowledge within ourselves that can be consulted, if we 
know how to operate the mechanism. The source is in an 
extra-conscious realm of our minds. The answer came in 
the dream state, transferring the knowledge from the extra- 
conscious to the conscious realm of my mind. 

I usually enjoy dreamless sleep but about three weeks 
after the question was submitted by my friend, during 
which period the query was completely absent from my 
conscious mind, I had what was for me a most unusual 
dream. 

There appeared to me a line of about a half dozen auto- 
mobiles standing beside the curb in a parkway. The cars 
were new, each of a different color and all of them resplen- 
dent in their new enamels. The color scheme of each of 
them was emphasized by the manner in which contrasting 
colors were used in various parts of each vehicle. 

Behind the line of vehicles was a wall constructed of large 
rectangular blocks of rough faced stones. Every block was 
of a different color. It looked as if thousands of mineral 
varieties were built in that wall. The wall was the facing 
of an embankment, along the top of which there was a 
stretch of grass and beyond there was a flower garden in 
which a profusion of blossoms of an endless variety of vivid 
colors grew. 

Above the embankment I saw a large area of sky. Parts 
of it were clear and in the remainder there were clouds of 
several types. The high thin veil-like bands of clouds ex- 
hibited a wide range of pastel shades while the fluffier cumu- 
lus clouds were decorated with the more vivid pinks and 
other hues. The sky background ranged by invisible grada- 
tions from deep midnight blue to a shimmering opalescent 
white. 

As I studied the strange colorful view, strongly im- 
pressed by the range and brilliance of the colors, flames 
sprang simultaneously and spontaneously from the gas 
tank of each of the automobiles. The flames exhibited a 
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kaleidoscopic change of most intense color effects. Above 
the sheets of flame there appeared intensely black and dense 
clouds of smoke that partly blotted out and made vivid con- 
trasts with the brightly colored sky background. 

At this point I was awakened by the dream itself and 
there remained with me a very distinct memory of it. 
There came to me quickly, to the newly awake and conscious 
portion of my mind, the knowledge that this dream con- 
tained the answer to the question that had been brought 
to me: whether we dream in black and white or in natural 
colors. 

The dream demonstrated that we can dream in colors, 
but it does not demonstrate whether we normally do so. I 
do not dream often, or if I do, the memory of these dreams 
does not carry over to the waking state. Such recollections 
as I have of dreams since the one described, do not furnish 
me with any clear cut memory on the color problem. Per- 
haps others who are better dreamers can furnish some defi- 
nite information on this point. 

The phase of this incident which interests me most con- 
cerns the manner in which some agency beyond the realm 
of my consciousness took over the problem of ascertaining 
the answer to the query, formulating that answer in a very 
definite, concrete and easily understood way, and presenting 
it in the manner described. 

Immediately after the dream I sat for some time trying to 
recall an experience which could have precipitated it. The 
setting of the dream, that is the landscape was one which 
has never been a part of my conscious experience. It was 
a highly synthetic one, almost completely idealized, as if 
created for that particular occasion. I could not associate 
the dream with any recent experience, or with anything I 
had heard or read. 

The initiative for the dream, excluding the original query, 
came entirely from some extra-conscious source. In keep- 
ing with sound scientific principles which call for a minimum 
amount of hypotheses, it will be assumed that while the 
initiative and mechanisms for assembling the information 
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and presenting it operated in an extra-conscious realm, nev- 
ertheless this realm is a part of the totality of my mind. 
This dream demonstration gives evidence of the useful pur- 
poses to which this extra-conscious realm of the mind can 
be adapted if we knew how to use it and control its mecha- 
nisms. If we knew how to control these extra-conscious 
mechanisms we could set them to work solving the problems 
that come to us in our conscious states. They could work 
twenty-four hours a day without interfering with our ef- 
forts in the conscious realm. We would probably find that 
they could arrive at the answers to problems with much 
greater rapidity than we can achieve in the conscious realm. 

It is not only possible, but probable, that the extra- 
conscious realm of the mind is continually solving problems 
that arise in the conscious realm but we do not have access 
to these solutions because of the lack of controlled communi- 
cation between the two. In the case of the color dream, 
three weeks elapsed between the time the problem was pre- 
sented to my consciousness and the time the answer came 
from my extra-consciousness. There is no means of know- 
ing when the extra-conscious formulated the answer. It 
may have been complete as soon as I received the problem 
or it may not have been until the time the dream was pro- 
duced. If the answer was formulated at the time I received 
the query then it had lain unutilized awaiting the time when 
conditions would permit a bridging of the gap between the 
conscious and the extra-conscious. 

The most probable situation is that the solution was ar- 
rived at by the extra-conscious almost instantly after the 
problem was presented. In the course of my duties as editor 
it has been my business to arrange for illustrations of ar- 
ticles designed to emphasize or make clear some particular 
point. Greatly to the annoyance of the artists I would 
always select the point to be illustrated and make a rough 
sketch of the drawing I wanted, seldom requiring much 
time to show them the composition required, and always 
regretting that I did not have time to make the illustration 
myself. I mention this merely to demonstrate that it would 
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be well within my conscious ability to design a picture illus- 
trating the point that dreams do appear in natural colors. 

I would undoubtedly have arrived at the construction in 
a matter of minutes, perhaps seconds. If this could have 
been done by my conscious mind, it would seem reasonable 
that my extra-conscious mind could work with equal speed. 

The knowledge which the dream answer contained was 
undoubtedly somewhere in my mind when the problem was 
propounded. It was not, at any rate, assembled through my 
conscious processes between the time I received the query 
and the time I received the dream answer. While the knowl- 
edge was in my mind it was not apparently in the memory 
reservoir that was available to my thinking mechanisms. It 
was, however, in some memory reservoir. This memory 
reservoir received and stored dream experiences so that ac- 
cess to them was available to the extra-conscious realm, as 
its use of them by this realm in this case illustrates. 

If this extra-conscious realm is continuously solving 
problems for us and has a memory function available to 
it, as seems to be demonstrated by this case, with an appar- 
ent memory storage for three weeks, then we have in our 
minds a vast array of knowledge got through other than 
conscious processes. 

With a storehouse of knowledge like this existing in the 
mind in its unconscious realm it would be surprising if there 
were not frequent intervals in which the gap separating it 
from the consciousness were bridged. When this happens 
we have the well known flash of inspiration, the hunch, or 
the solution of a problem that comes to us after we have 
slept on it. 

If a person were to have continuous linkage between his 
extra-conscious realm and his consciousness he would un- 
doubtedly exceed in mental power our greatest geniuses. 

Dr. Frederick Tilney, of the New York Neurological 
Institute, a world famous brain specialist, is authority for 
the statement that we now use a very small portion of the 
total capacity of the brain. 

There are large areas of the brain to which no functions 
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can be assigned as far as sensory and motor functions of 
the body are concerned. These principal silent areas are 
located immediately behind the forehead. The functions 
which these areas control are not known, but it is definitely 
established that they have some very active function be- 
cause otherwise they would atrophy. Surgical operations 
which separate these areas from the remainder of the brain 
result in a deterioration of the higher creative functions of 
the mind, or in other words a loss of the imagination. 


This area of the brain has only recently (in the evolution- 
ary scale of time) attained its full development and this 
coincides with the rise of man to his higher creative status. 
It undoubtedly has vast possibilties for more complete 
utilization which will make man a more understanding 
individual and’ one capable of more profound mental ac- 
complishments. 

A spontaneous experiment was injected into a series of 
tests, designed to explore this extra-conscious realm, and 
conducted by the late W. L. Orton, of Brooklyn, and the 
writer. Mr. Orton was an accomplished hypnotist. Two 
friends had explored a little known portion of a foreign 
country. One was a writer and the other an artist. They 
contracted with a publisher to produce a book on their ex- 
periences, one to do the writing and the other to make a 
dozen etchings as illustrations. The writer turned her copy 
over to the publisher in good time but the artist procrasti- 
nated. Several unsuccessful appeals by the publisher for the 
etchings resulted in a threat to tear up the contract and re- 
ject the book. The artist was panic stricken. She confided 
in her friend Mr. Orton that the two weeks’ time allowed 
was totally inadequate for making the etchings, and asked 
him to help her in any way he could. 

Mr. Orton worked out a plan, the nature of which he did 
not reveal to the artist. He merely told her that he would 
use hypnosis as a means of getting her out of the highly 
excited state into which she had worked herself so that she 


would be able to do her work under the best possible con- 
ditions. 
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This plan was based upon the theory that we could bring 
the extra-conscious faculties into close co-operation with the 
conscious faculties. The purpose was to gain the advantage 
of the time she would necessarily spend in sleeping for plan- 


ning and to transfer the results to the consciousness in the 
waking state. 


In order to accomplish this result the young woman was 
hypnotized and instructed that she would have no conscious 
memory of what transpired during the hypnotic trance. The 
extra-conscious realm of her mind was then addressed and 
it was instructed to become engaged immediately on the 
task of making complete detailed plans for the artist for 
the following day, working out while she slept every move- 
ment of her scribe on the copper plate and every movement 
of her hand in applying the acid, as well as every other 
operation involved. The schedule included waking her at 
7 A. M., getting her to work at 8, to lunch at 12, and finish- 
ing the etching by 5 o’clock, at which time, she was in- 
structed, she would telephone to Mr. Orton, report her suc- 
cess and invite him to dine with her. When she was brought 
out of the trance she had no conscious memory of the in- 
structions that had been given to her, as far as could be 
ascertained. She reported that she felt greatly relaxed and 
at ease. 

The next evening at 5 o’clock Mr. Orton received the 
telephone call. The artist was overjoyed. She reported that 
she had finished one etching and could hardly believe it 
possible she had done so. She could not understand why she 
did not want to tackle the next etching, but since she had 
the evening free she wanted to celebrate by dining with Mr. 
Orton. He did and after dinner he again hypnotized her 
and gave to her extra-conscious mind the same set of 
instructions. 

The following day the artist reported similar success with 
her second etching. That evening her extra-conscious mind 
was given two days planning to do. It was eventually given 
the task of arranging a whole week’s work on a day by day 
basis. The plan worked perfectly. On the last day of the 
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time allowed the artist delivered her etchings to the publisher. 

The artist said she never knew how she was able to ac- 
complish the task as it seemed an utterly impossible one 
when she started. She was never told of the method used. As 
far as she could tell, her success was due entirely to the sooth- 
ing voice of Mr. Orton when he was putting her in the 
hypnotic trance and telling her to be completely relaxed and 
entirely free from worry and with full faith in her own 
ability. 

While the experiment lacks elements of conclusiveness 
yet for all practical purposes it is a very good illustration 
of what can be accomplished by calling upon some of the 
unused portions of the mind to co-operate with the limited 
facilities available to the conscious mind. 





The Handwriting Expert Studies Automatic 
Writing 


(Part IT) 


BY LOUISE RICE 


I class some of the writing done by people who never 
heard of automatic writing, as being exactly that. A friend 
of mine is a woman writer, who usually produces pleasant 
and rather gay love stories. Her writing is, as might be 
expected by any handwriting expert, forward leaning, 
rather flowing, rather light pressure, with rounded letter 
formations. These stories are the result of the deliberate 
attempt at writing. The plots are formulated beforehand, 
the characters blocked out, the telling bits of dialogue care- 
fully written and rewritten. After the first and second 
draft, with much recasting of plot and word, the story is 
finished. 

Occasionally, however, and especially while at loose ends 
for the day, my friend seizes a pencil and a paper pad and 
writes furiously for perhaps an hour, when an entirely 
different type of story is concocted, complete at one sitting. 
These stories puzzle my friend, who says she cannot imag- 
ine where she gets them, since they have background and 
characters all entirely unknown to her, and outside of her 
experience. Sometimes they are laid in Asia and sometimes 
in various periods of history. They are vividly and almost 
breathlessly told, in bold, smashing strokes. She sells them 
under a man’s name, and the irregular, forward-leaning, 
heavy-pressure, ardent writing in which they are done is 
not only utterly different from hers but is exactly what a 
man who would write such stories might be expected to use. 

I have, I hope, made it plain that I have no desire to 
present a case for “controls”, nor to deny the possibility of 
such a matter as possession, but I do assert that when auto- 
matic writing is really worth considering as something out- 
side of what science can explain, the message conveyed is 
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in accord with the kind of person that would write that script. 
So far as I know, this point is seldom brought up by those 
who have studied the matter of automatic writing. It is 
especially worth considering when the communication is 
supposed to be from persons whose scripts are well known. 


I recently had some automatic writing sent me from 
England which purports to be a message from Arthur 
Conan Doyle. All I can say is that if Doyle is using this 
script, he has returned to about a mental age of eight—a 
sad outlook for any of us who want to think that no matter 
what death is, it is, at least, a progression. Mediums have 
brought me a good many alleged communications from 
Houdini, whose script I happen to know especially well, and 
again the comment is that the script is expressive of a state 
of mind which, if really existing, must cause that proud and 
alert mind and spirit of Houdini the most acute distress. 

A recent specimen of automatic writing, shown me by 
a person interested in the matter, and purporting to be a 
communication from an eminent poet, is startlingly like his 
script; in fact, if brought to me as a handwriting expert, 
would have been certified as his. This case is similar to 
one which I encountered about fifteen years ago when a well 
educated woman, but not one of literary attainments, pro- 
duced very lovely essays and sketches (slight and delicate 
tales) of merit, which were invariably signed “Hawthorne”. 
As a bit of literary imitation, the contents of these scripts 
were actually of the master’s own spirit, a tour de force, 
as mere imitation, but as for the handwriting, it was so 
perfect that, in taking it to various other handwriting ex- 
perts, I received instant assurance of the identity, until 
another inspection would reveal the modern paper and ink. 
All these experts stated that it was a “master forgery”. 

The woman who produced it, however, could not even 
copy other scripts, and was unable to disguise her own script 
in the least. She did not have many of these communica- 
tions, and when she married very happily, for the second 
time (after a disastrous first union) she entirely lost any 
ability to write automatically. 





208] Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research 


One thing which has constantly been brought to my 
attention is the matter of a member of a family seeming to 
receive communication from another member who has 
passed on. The similarity of the writing to the known 
writing of the communicant is often striking, but here my 
training in the observation of handwriting comes into play, 
making objection to the claim that the automatic writer 
cannot produce the alleged spirit writing unless under auto- 
matic control. 

The whole matter of handwriting, indeed, is so deeply 
enmeshed in the most mysterious aspects of human con- 
sciousness that it offers very baffling and misleading evi- 
dence, at times. Thus, the memory which tucks everything 
once seen or heard away in neatly filed containers, is a 
great trickster. Psychologists regard it with mingled ex- 
asperation and awe. I have made some very interesting ex- 
periments as to how much the subconscious memory knows 
of the handwriting of the great, for instance. 

A boy who was the subject of many of the interesting 
experiments conducted in the psychological department of 
Duke University:spent an entire summer working with me 
to find out how much his subconscious remembered of the 
writing of famous characters. 

We would try, say, Napoleon as the subject of the ex- 
periment and I would then throw him into a very slight 
state of hypnosis in which I suggested to him that he was 
Napoleon and that he was now writing a letter to which 
he should affix Napoleon’s habitual signature. He never 
failed to write a very excellent reproduction of that strange 
signature, although he had again and again searched his 
memory and could not remember ever to have seen it. 

We tried Thackeray, Schiller, Wellington, President 
Grant, Paderewski and many others, with about seventy 
five percent of success. We then tried very hard to run 
down all possible chances that he would have had to see 
those signatures, finding about ten which he might possibly 
have seen once, and fifteen which we found out he had 
seen more often. 
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The slightest tendency to automatic writing always inter- 
ests me and therefore I have had a good deal of experience 
in the fact that writing, without the writer’s knowledge, 
“puts on a show” with true theatrical skill. As my practice 
often demands that I shall try to find out whether a client 
with a psychological problem is telling me the truth or not, 
by the process of observing the writing, this theatrical sub- 
conscious self is often to be seen at work. 

One of my cases was a neurasthenic and neurotic man 
who persisted in telling me the most harrowing tales of his 
sorrows, as accounting for his state. He was convincing, 
but still I doubted him—and had no direct way of getting 
at the facts. His writing, the basic line dropping steadily 
down hill with every line, the t bars short and broken, the 
pressure uneven and the letter forms straggling, all backed 
up his assertion of an utterly broken spirit but someway, 
the chirographical picture was too perfect. I tried the usual 
mild hypnosis and got an entirely different writing—high, 
compressed, with long and cruel t bars, and a firm base line. 

That man was not a conscious liar, but was a pathological 
liar—all his sorrows being more or less imaginary, but that 
image being caused by a great maladjustment of his life. 
The secondary writing was the true one, the other “the 
show”. 

The man had not the slightest knowledge of the way in 
which handwriting can indicate character or states of feel- 
ing, and yet—his subconscious produced the perfect pic- 
ture, which would convince any handwriting expert that 
the man’s conscious statements were true. 

There are endless cases in my records of this ability of 
the subconscious to do incredible things with handwriting. 
The young man from Duke with whom I experimented on 
lost memory of famous signatures, also spent a good deal of 
effort in writing, during a long, quiet session, such scripts 
as would express a certain type of character. He knew 
nothing whatever of the science, but he did have a certain 
facility with his pen or pencil. 

Under light hypnosis this young man would produce the 
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type of writing characteristic of—say—a small town busi- 
ness man. A writer of fiction. A gentle hearted, simple 
minded person. A proud and determined middle aged wo- 
man of good education. A person of poor education but 
with a strong will. 

The reproductions were about eighty percent correct. 

So, to return to the matter of the automatic writing which 
purports to be that of a person who has passed over and 
whose writing must be, at least subconsciously, familiar to 
the automatic writer, I cannot but accept even the most 
surprising exactness of reproduction with some scientific 
suspicion. I know that the subconscious can produce aston- 
ishing evidence of all sorts, and that there is a strange lack 
of communication between the consciousness and the sub- 
conscious. The instinct by which we delve into the depths 
of another’s mind and spirit, our capacity for penetrating 
to the root of the thought and action of another, is not yet 
understood. Therefore, if automatic writing is extraordi- 
narily like that of the alleged communicator, and if that 
handwriting is at all familiar to the automatic writer and 
if the spirit and mind of the alleged communicant is 
familiar to the automatic writer, then I find it impossible 
to get any real and actual evidence with which to support 
the claim of a real communication. 

When the automatic writer is either ignorant of a hand- 
writing or of the inmost self of an alleged communicator, 
or of both then even a pretty fair resemblance to the writ- 
ing and to the spirit seems to me to be worth attention. 

No amount of effort on my part to do automatic writing 
has ever attained an iota of success, although I have helped 
to develop the power in others. 

Books and literary compositions in general, which are 
produced by automatic writing, in which the script-is en- 
tirely that of the automatic writer, may or may not have 
evidence to show, but it is not in the handwriting, even 
when the writing used in the automatic writing seems to be 
different from the accustomed script. It suffices only to 
remind the reader that many a forgery which deceives even 
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the eye familiar with the real script, is revealed as false by 
the expert, and that, in declaring that many automatic writ- 
ings do so reveal their identity to the expert, I work only 
on the straight scientific evidence which also brings the 
criminal forger to the bar of justice. 

Unconscious forgery—as when the automatic writer 
seems to invent and use a different script for the writing of 
an “inspired” book, is part of that tricky old subconscious, 
up to all sorts of dodges and artfulness. 

The “mirror” writing, involuntarily done by a few peo- 
ple, almost from childhood, has never received the attention 
it should from those interested in clearing away the mists 
from all forms of real or alleged psychic phenomena. It is 
my experience that the average mirror writing is done by 
people who are extraordinarily open to hypnosis, and who 
will slip very easily into various states favoring spiritualistic 
development. 

The mirror writing is, of course, that which is practically 


unreadable except when held before a mirror, all the writing 
processes being reversed. This is practically impossible to 
learn and hard to use with ease, even if learned, and is sel- 
dom used except by people with some very odd powers, 
which are sometimes never understood by anybody. I rec- 
ommend this field for new and interesting experimentation. 





Book Reviews 


BEYOND NORMAL COGNITION, An Evaluative and Method- 
ological Study of the Mental Content of Certain Trance Phe- 
nomena, by John F. Thomas, Ph.D., with a Foreword by 
Professor Willian. McDougal, F.R.S., D. Sc., M.B. Published 
by the Boston Society for Psychical Research, 1937. 320 pp. 
cloth, octavo. 


This volume contains a study made by Dr. John F. Thomas, a 
Detroit educator, of material selected from transcripts of trance sit- 
tings by a number of mediums, over a period of nine years, most of 
the sittings being held in this country, the remainder being held in 
England. 

The subtitle is an accurate description of the volume, An Evalua- 
tive and Methodological Study of the Mental Content of Certain 
Trance Phenomena, while the main title contains the author’s con- 
clusions as to the means by which the content of the messages was 
obtained by the mediums—“Beyond Normal Cognition”. 

Dr Thomas’ chief contribution in this work is the method which 
he has worked out for obtaining a quantitative value of trance com- 
munications. His method is to strike from the transcript all refer- 
ences, or statements, concerning affairs not associated with the earth 
plane or concerning the medium’s descriptions of her means of obtain- 
ing the information. The residue concerns persons or events and it 
is divided into two categories—those which cannot and those which 
can be verified. 

The residue which Dr. Thomas submits to his method of analysis 
contains, he states, 525 records from which he has listed 1,908 points, 
or individual statements of fact. He tabulates the following results: 

Total points 
Unverifiable 
Inconclusive 
Verifiable 


Dr. Thomas presents his summary and conclusions: 

“1—Of the total of 1,908 points, 83.2 percent of the total were 
correctly applicable, and 92.3 of those verifiable were correctly appli- 
cable. This rules out the explanation of over-interpreted generalities. 

“2—Fraud was highly improbable, under the circumstances and 
conditions, but it cannot be established that fraud was entirely im- 
possible. 
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“3-—Statistical studies indicate that chance success is improbable 
as the explanation. 


“4—Supernormal forces for the knowledge displayed are, there- 
fore, strongly indicated.” 

He closes the main portion of the volume with this set of conclu- 
sions on the applicability of the various theories to his results : 

“‘1—Telepathy from the observer present might account for much 
of the supernormal knowledge shown in Group I. (Sittings at which 
Dr. Thomas was present). 

“2—Extended telepathy (mind reading), plus some clairvoyance, 
might account for the supernormal knowledge shown in Groups II 
and III. (Sitting at which Dr. Thomas was not present but asso- 
ciated friends were in attendance). 

“3—Some unknown means of selective ‘rapport’ is necessary to 
explain (1) the Mrs. Allison records of Group III and, especially, 
(2) the composite cases of Chapter VII. 

“4—Trance personalities of a type other than the secondary per- 
sonalities that have been scientifically studied and elsewhere reported 
are evident in all groups. 

“5S—The survivalist theory covers all the facts, but it is not necessi- 
tated by the evidence available in this book, because of the possibility 
of the alternative extended mind reading explanation.” 

The volume is made up almost entirely of material which was 
written by Dr. Thomas in the thesis which he submitted in partial 
fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philos- 
ophy which was granted by Duke University in June 1933. Dr. 
Thomas became interested in psychical research while a student in the 
University of Michigan through an article by Dr. James H. Hyslop, 
and became a member of the American Society for Psychical Re- 
search. He became a member of the Boston Society for Psychic 
Research and the Society for Psychical Research (London) about 
ten years ago. He took up active research work following the death 
of his wife in 1926. The trance communications studied in this 
volume largely concern persons and events associated with the author 
and his deceased wife. 

Dr Thomas is a native of Parker City, Pa. He attended high 
school at South Bend, Ind., and carried on his studies at the Univer- 
sity of Michigan, Columbia University, University of Chicago and 
Duke University. He has been connected officially with various school 
systems in Michigan since 1898. For the last twenty-five years he 
has been in administrative positions in the public school system of the 
City of Detroit and is now First Assistant Superintendent in charge 
of General Administration and Finance. 

A more extended critical review of Dr. Thomas’ work will be pub- 
lished in a later issue of this JouRNAL. 


J. ON. 


214] Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research 


GHOSTS. By René Bache. Edited by Violet Biddle. Dorrance & 
Co., Philadelphia. $1.25. 


This little book covers an unbelievable amount of ground in its one 
hundred and six pages. It takes up every form of ghostly apparition 
including phantasms of the living, ghost ships, traditions concerning the 
return of the dead among the Japanese and the American Indians, the 
ghost of John McCullough, the famous actor, that haunts the stage of 
the National Theatre in Washington, and even the ghost of an old 
negro janitor that is heard wielding an unseen pail and brush on the 
floor of the basement in the Capitol. 

It is not exactly a serious book. There is a touch of whimsical 
amusement in most of the comments of the author. The following 
statement seems to indicate that he hasn’t much faith in the reality of 
ghosts. 

“There does not seem to be any evidence to show that any monkey 
ever saw a ghost. That is because the monkey possesses no imagina- 
tion. Without imagination there can be no ghosts. The man and the 
ghost must have begun to exist in the world together, practically.” 

What of the dogs and cats and horses that have been reported as 
shying from unseen spectres! Have they more imagination than the 
monkey ? 

Yet in another chapter Mr. Bache says that “although modern 
thought is disposed to reject them (ghosts) altogether . . . the 
subject cannot be dismissed so lightly.” He then proceeds to give us a 
quantity of apparently evidential cases, some of them to be found in 
the early annals of the Society for Psychical Research in England and 
the periodicals of the A. S. P. R. 

One of the most interesting stories is that of the ghost ship, The 
Flying Dutchman, because the account is contained in a book still ex- 
tant, The Cruise of the Bacchante, the published diary of the young 
English princes, the Duke of Clarence and his brother, later King 
George V, when they were in the British Navy. 

Their diary records the episode as follows: “At four A.M. the 
Flying Dutchman crossed our bows, a strange red light, as of a phan- 
tom ship all aglow; in the midst of which light the masts, spars, and 
sails of a brig, three hundred yards distant, stood out in bold relief 
as she came up on the port bow.” 

The phantom ship was seen by others as well as the young princes 
and was officially recorded in the ship’s log. 

j. &. 
















A Letter from England 


BY DR. NANDOR FODOR 
(Research Officer, International Institute for Psychical Research) 


June, 1937 
THE RUDI SCHNEIDER SITTINGS 


In my last month’s notes I spoke of Rudi Schneider’s impending 
visit to the International Institute for Psychical Research. The visit 
is now over. I regret to say that it failed to fulfill our expectations. 

We took no end of trouble to provide the best possible conditions 
and to have all our apparatus in perfect working order. There was 
no hitch in the arrangements and there was no complaint against 
our instruments, séance room or sitters. Rudi Schneider was happy 
and completely satisfied with everything. “‘Olga”, his control was 
delighted with the séance room, with its constant supply of fresh air, 
with the cabinet and with our infra-red equipment which would have 
given us automatic and instantaneous flashlight records of any 
telekinetic phenomena. 


Everything worked to perfection, except the medium. He did not 
function at all. 

Under our contract, Rudi was to spend three weeks with us, giving 
two sittings weekly. If phenomena were forthcoming, the contract 
was to be extended to cover a longer period. One sitting after 
another turned out to be a complete blank without even the sugges- 
tion of any phenomena. The cabinet curtain had luminous brooches 
and sleigh bells sewn on it. Visual observations regarding the move- 
ment of the curtains would have been confirmed by the tinkling of 
the bells. The cold breezes, so often felt in Rudi’s séances, were to 
be checked by a thermograph within the cabinet and a maximum and 
minimum thermometer outside it. The breezes were felt once or 
twice but the instruments remained completely unaffected. Six 
cameras were trained in front of the cabinet on the Warwick Auto- 
matic Trumpet Control. This is the original instrument, with slight 
adaptation, which Mr. F. W. Warwick, the chemical manufacturer 
and well known psychical researcher, used in his telekinetic experi- 
ments with Mrs. Deane. Had the light celluloid trumpet on top of 
a small platform been thrown over or lifted, an electric circuit would 
have been closed, giving an instantaneous infra-red flash. 

Nothing happened. Rudi Schneider was controlled by his hands 
and feet at his own request. He continued hour after hour with his 
steam engine breathing. “Olga”, in a hoarse whisper, repeatedly 
spoke of the power which was nearing the curtain. She admonished 
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us to look out, to hold tight, and to count to five and six. About one 
o’clock at night, after five weary hours, she invariably admitted that 
she could not make the power work and we had better postpone 
the sitting. 

After the fourth negative séance, Lord Charles Hope, who is much 
concerned with Rudi and has considerable knowledge of the delicacy 
of his psychic mechanism, suggested that in order to remove the 
sense of failure from the medium, the last sittings should be held 
elsewhere. In fact, he suggested a room where Rudi has sat before 
and with a small group of his old sitters. 

We agreed and handed Rudi completely over to Lord Charles 
Hope with the stipulation that if phenomena was forthcoming, Rudi 
would return to the Institute. After all, our séance room has not 
yet been used for physical phenomena. It represents a new departure 
in séance room technique in many respects. It has not yet been 
saturated with that intangible something which mediums emanate 
and which might be conducive to good results. It seemed only fair 
to give Rudi every possible chance. Lord Charles Hope’s offer was 
very sensible. 

I attended one of these two sittings. We were eleven as against 
twenty-one or twenty-two at the Institute. However, the group was 
almost the same as at the Institute because we too had taken great 
care to surround Rudi with his old friends. The room was smaller 
and consequently it soon became stiflingly hot. Towards midnight, 
the air became almost unbearably stale. It occurred to me that Rudi 
with his rapid rate of breathing, requires considerably more oxygen 
than the sitters. Now I understand why he dislikes heat and clamours 
for fresh air. The breaks in his long sittings, no doubt, originate in 
an unconscious thirst for more oxygen. As a rule there are two 
breaks. Rudi comes out of trance and retires with the sitters to 
another room while the windows of the séance room are opened 
without putting on white light. Had Rudi always had a large room, 
with a constant supply of fresh air, at his disposal his mediumistic 
habits might have formed along different lines. It stands to reason 
that the breaks must dissipate much of the psychic power and make 
it more difficult to reach a culmination point. Rudi, in this respect, 
is a victim of our psychic superstitions. We have too many of them, 
the principal one being that the sitting must take place in a small room 
with the greatest possible discomfort both to medium and sitters, 
leaving no room for instruments and giving no facility for photo- 
graphic work. It is no use to explain that it is not the room in which 
the psychic power is to be conserved, but the cabinet. With the pre- 
vailing ignorance as to what constitutes the ideal conditions of a 
séance, people will always jump hastily to the wrong conclusion. 
Because our séance room is large and high, I had to listen to endless 
objections from the very beginning that it would not be suitable for 
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physical phenomena. Well, it is quite true that Rudi Schneider pro- 
duced no phenomena. But Rudi did not produce anything worth 
while in the old and small séance room under Lord Charles Hope’s 
direction. The hygienic conditions of the two rooms simply could 
not be compared and Rudi, at least subconsciously, must have been 
well aware of this. 

There were claims of some slight curtain movements. But the 
bells did not ring. From my position, I, and those near me, could 
see no movement. So the sitting was as near blank as it could be. 

As the further sittings brought no noticeable improvement, with 
much regret we had to terminate Rudi’s contract with the Institute. 

His powers, if still latent, need very careful nursing. Lord Charles 
Hope was of invaluable assistance to us in trying to coax any such 
latent powers into activity. The sittings which he held after those 
at the Institute were really not experimental. They were more like 
developing circles. There was no apparatus in the room and no 
cameras were set up. Lord Charles Hope wished to do away with 
any possible psychological tension. Not that Rudi objects to any 
experiment. He is very enthusiastic about instrumental recording and 
was delighted with the arrangements we made to secure a permanent 
record. However, subconsciously he may have been afraid. In any 
event, the relaxation made no difference; the results were negative. 

All that we had for our trouble was a short infra-red cinema film 
of Rudi’s trance movements and breathing. We “shot” it in the 
fourth sitting. At a bell signal from me, the infra-red lamps were 
thrown on by a master switch and, simultaneously, a cine-camera 
with a 1.8 lens commenced to turn. My friend, Mr. Arthur Kingston, 
a cinematograph engineer stood behind the camera and secured an 
excellent film. 

It is a great pity that we could not do more. Had Rudi been able 
to produce his famous materialised hand coming out from behind 
the curtain; had we been able to take automatic flashlight photo- 
graphs of this hand overthrowing the trumpet, or a cinema record of 
the formation or dissolution of the hand we would have had some- 
thing of very great value as contemporary evidence of the reality of 
physical phenomena. But Rudi’s powers have been known to be 
failing since he married. It would appear that they are now completely 
gone. 

He told me that in the last nine months he had only sat five times. 
He was sorry that he had no opportunity to “practice” before his 
coming to London. “Olga” herself demanded “practice sittings” in 
between the séances at the Institute. While the ordinary physical 
medium has to be safeguarded against oversitting, Rudi demanded 
more sittings. This is another curious feature of his psychic history 
on which, however, we are now unable to throw more light. 

It is a matter of genuine regret to all of us that he failed, as he 
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is putting himself at the disposal of psychical research in an excel- 
lent spirit, and no doubt can be entertained as regards his sincere 
co-operation with science. 


FUTURE OF INFRA-RED CINEMATOGRAPHY 


The Rudi Schneider film is the fifth infra-red cinematograph 
picture taken at the Institute under my direction. This is a unique 
record. No other psychical research laboratory has a similar equip- 
ment at its disposal. I believe, therefore, that I can speak with 
authority on the future of infra-red cinematography. It is bound to 
be of inestimable service. While it can be considerably improved, 
it is already far ahead of the phenomena themselves. You may hear 
of materialization mediums producing full form phantoms and doing 
a thriving business. But you will not hear of them in connection 
with infra-red cinema experiments. Five seconds of cinema record 
might blow the phenomena sky-high. In fact, ordinary infra-red 
flashlight photographs threaten to do just that. The modern mate- 
rialization medium, therefore, will not be photographed. All respect 
and honor to those who eventually will! At present, in England, 
there is no contemporary scientific evidence for the reality of mate- 
rialization. This is more to be regretted as important new devel- 
opments are expected in infra-red cinematography. With the use 
of incandescent lamps behind infra-red filters it is impossible to 
eliminate visible red light. There is sufficient visibility to see and, 
for the fraudulent medium, to object to. A new idea which is just 
being developed for the Institute promises infra-red cinematograph 
pictures in complete darkness. It will do away with incandescent 
lamps and infra-red filters. The energy will be supplied by a net- 
work of low-tension wires in front of a parabolic reflector. Theo- 
retically, I am assured, there is no difficulty. Whether in practice 
the idea will work remains yet to be seen. At any rate, I spare no 
pains to bring about this new development. I have hopes that one 
of these days another Eusapia Paladino will spring up and I wish to 
be ready for her coming. One single successful cinema-picture taken 
in complete darkness may teach and prove more than decades of 
past psychical research. 


MYSELF AND THE TALKING MONGOOSE 


The Talking Mongoose of Doarlish Cashen, Isle of Man, is not 
very popular in English Spiritualism or, for that matter, in psychical 
research. My conclusions that the phenomena at the Irving farm- 
stead are not due to ghosts, Poltergeists or to mediumship as we 
understand it, met with little approbation. I was made to feel that 
I would have given far more satisfaction if I had concluded in 
favor of the direct voice; in other words, obsession of a living 
animal by an earthbound spirit or the existence of a familiar. The 
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suggestion that the Talking Mongoose might be what it claims to be, 
and absurd as the supposition is, it is the only theory that accounts, 
even in part, for the phenomena, aroused no enthusiasm. There 
were intimations that if I could give no psychic explanation it would 
be better if I left the mongoose severely alone. 

The only surprising exception to this attitude came from Mrs. 
Florence Hodgkin in Light, June 3d, 1937. It fairly staggered me. 
It speaks of astonishing communications from a Lama about “a race 
of people, actually in existence and living on the earth at this 
moment, of whom the world has never heard. They are highly 
developed, cultured and so advanced that their animals have attained 
speech.” The article continues: “shortly, an emissary from this 
unknown race will be brought into personal contact with someone 
in London—whose name is given—and this chosen individual will be 
taken to this unknown country, and will return to report.” Further, 
Mrs. Hodkin says that 

“The Irving family ‘know’. 

“Dr. Nandor Fodor now ‘knows’. 

“That action fought so recently in our Courts of Law (the 
Lambert-Lavita case) was a means of broadcasting, in a very real 
sense, this stupendous and almost unbelievable fact. 

“Irrefutable proof will be forthcoming shortly, because, as the 
Lama says : “The time is come for such revelation.’ ” 

I regret to say that the Irving family does not know. 

With still more regret, I have to add that Dr. Nandor Fodor does 
not know either. 

At least not if Mrs. Hodgkin’s words imply that the Irvings 
and myself are knowing forerunners of the promised stupendous 
revelation. 

I don’t believe a word of it. I would not even have discussed this 
fairy tale but for its psychological lessons. It shows how insatiable 
the instinct for the marvellous is, I have proven nothing regarding 
the Talking Mongoose. The fact that I could not disprove its 
existence at the expense of the honesty and integrity of the Irving 
family, the fact that I had to admit that Gef’s own claim is the most 
sensible of all fantastic explanations that we can think of has suffi- 
ciently unleashed the trance mind of an unnamed medium to build 
up this marvellous story about an unknown race (in the age of 
aeroplane explorations) the animals of which have attained speech. 
I am sorry that Mrs. Hodgkin’s enthusiasm has run away with her 
better judgment in giving the story publicity. 

DRUGS AND PSYCHIC PHENOMENA 
Drugs offer a fruitful field of research for the study of psychic 


states. Not much work has been done in it in the past. Carrington 
studied the disturbances in time and space relationship as caused by 
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certain drugs. Heymans, Brugmans and Weinberg found clairvoyance 
becoming more intense after an ingestion of certain substances, now 
thirty grams of alcohol, now two grams of bromide. Dr. Norman 
Jeans became clairvoyant under the influence of laughing gas (nitrous 
oxide) and was able to see events happening at various distant places. 
Last year, in an attempt to find out whether partaking of the peyotle 
root enables one to find lost objects or to travel in space, I had myself 
injected with mescalin,, the drug in the peyotle root synthetically 
produced. I had visions on a cosmic scale and was so overwhelmed 
by them that I scorned the idea of any clairvoyant experiments. The 
experience was too wonderful to be attempted again. Moreover, I 
failed to obtain mescalin to institute experiments on others. Now I 
have succeeded in getting hold of a small quantity and intend to do 
some research work with it. I am encouraged to do so by the experi- 
ences of Dr. Gathman, a psychiatrist attached to the Municipal Clinic 
for Nervous Disorders of Dresden, Germany. I received a visit from 
him. He had four injections of mescalin. He had extraordinary tele- 
pathic experiences on two occasions. He became aware of the thoughts 
and actions of another person to whom he was not in the least attached. 
The awareness was mutual and produced extreme fear for the 
safety of Dr. Gathman in the mind of the other person. The distress 
was not quite unfounded. Dr. Gathman took heroic doses of the drug 
and his adventure might have easily ended in disaster. It appears that, 
for safety, 0.3 gram should be the doze, the same with which I was in- 
jected. Its increase to 0.5 gram produces terrifying visions which 
might be followed by attempts at self-destruction. Medical super- 
vision, in any mescalin experiment, appears to be indispensable. It 
takes almost two hours for the drug to take effect and the visionary 
state, without inhibiting normal consciousness, lasts for three hours. 
After that the subject must go to bed to sleep off his intoxication. 


In view of Dr. Gathman’s experiences I shall pursue mescalin re- 
search. The point on which I hope to obtain immediate information 


is : does mescalin produce clairvoyance in those who are not psychic and 
does it enhance clairvoyance in those who are? 


Just recently, nitrous oxide was tried at the Institute on Mr. Ronald 
Cockersell, one of the best young clairvoyants of England today. The 
experiment was unsuccessful, inasmuch as it had no influence on his 
psychic gifts. This, however, may have been due to his subconscious 
resistance for, as we learned afterwards, he had a shock years before 
from dental gas and was hardly able to overcome his fear before he 
submitted to the experiment. He gave a very vivid description of his 
sensations under the gas and then, in complete unconsciousness, 
slumped to the floor. The gas was administered by Dr. Reginald 
Karn, a professional anaesthetist of high standing. He regarded the 
experiment, from the psychic point-of-view, as a failure. With this 
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conclusion, however, I am not fully satisfied. For after a short rest 
and intermission, Mr. Cockersell proceeded to give us clairvoyance and 
he was extremely brilliant. Did the nitrous oxide leave an after-effect ? 
Would he have been as good without it? I cannot decide the question 
on the basis of a single experiment. 

There are many stimulants the effects of which ought to be studied. 
I hope that we shall be able to explore these avenues. 


WAS IT HALLUCINATION? 


In a previous monthly letter I told a strange story of my dog; how 
I heard his pattering feet in the passage in front of my bedroom and 
how he thumped the piano with his paws in the night which followed 
his permanent banishment from the home he loved. He had com- 
mitted the unpardonable sin of chewing up a valuable black letter 
pamphlet of mine, The Reflections of the Reverend and Learned 
Monsieur Jurieuw Upon the Strange and Miraculous Ecstasies of 
Isabel Vincent the Shepherdess of Saou in Dauphine. He took his 
punishment like a man and because he did so I felt stricken by remorse 
when, in addition, amidst the tears of the family, I sent him into 
exile. When I made this confession to Dr. Dingwall, he was pleased 
to enlighten me that it was my guilty conscience which produced 
a hallucination. It was plain as a pike staff. I felt crushed and, coming 
home, told my wife. She then reminded me that there is more to the 
story than Dr. Dingwall was told. She was awakened by the noise at 
the same time that I was. I asked her: “Did you hear that?” She 
answered: “Yes.” We both thought of the dog and felt a bit awed. 

I thought of telling this to Dr. Dingwall. Then I dropped the idea. 
I realized that he would skip the difficulty with the ease of an acrobat: 
it was a collective hallucination, due to telepathic infection from me; 
my wife only thought she heard the noise before I spoke; in reality 
she only shared my hallucination at the moment that I spoke to her. 

I cannot prove Dr. Dingwall wrong. But if he is right, the experi- 
ence is just as wonderful as if he were wrong. 


THE SHROUD OF TURIN 


Whether the image of a crucified man on the Shroud of Turin 
is the authentic portrait of Jesus or not, it presents an extremely 
interesting problem. Dr. Vignon’s researches threw considerable light 
on how the unique conditions of the crucifixion might have helped 
to bring about a chemical reaction between the sweat and blood 
covered body of Jesus and the linen sheet which had been treated 
with aloes and myrrh. I gave a lecture on this subject before the 
International Institute for Psychical Research and pointed out that 
the only psychic angle of the case is that which concerns the disap- 
pearance of the body of Jesus from the tomb. The picture on the 
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shroud was produced by ammoniac vapours which dried perspiration 
and dried blood emit. But decomposition is accompanied by the 
liberation of so much ammonia that the Shroud should have been, 
in a few hours, completely fogged in the Tomb. The fact that it 
was not, might find an explanation in the reported disappearance of 
the body. 

It follows that if the Shroud of Turin is a genuine relic, the 
body of Jesus must have disappeared from the Tomb almost imme- 
diately after the stone was rolled before the entrance and darkness 
descended on the sepulchre. This is a curious bit of information. 
It does not really help us to understand the mystery but the con- 
dition of sudden darkness is a feature which we discover in a sim- 
ilar transportation mystery. Josephus, in his Antiquities (Book IV, 
Chapter VIII, Section 48), preserves for us the old legend that as 
Moses was talking on a mountain with Joshua, the general, and Elea- 
zar, the high priest, a cloud obscured him, and suddenly he vanished 
and was never seen again. We are not told in the Bible that the 
Lord buried Jesus but the case certainly resembles that of Moses 
whose body also disappeared. This beautiful poem by Mrs. Cecil 
Alexander may be familiar to many: 


By Nebo’s lonely mountain 
On this side Jordan’s wave, 
In a vale in the land of Moab, 
There lies a lonely grave. 
And no man dug that sepulchre, 
And no man saw it e’er; 
For the angels of God upturned the sod 
And laid the dead man there. 





Announcement 


The New York City Authorities have given notice that 
the building of the American Society for Psychical Research 
at 15 Lexington Avenue is about to be condemned for city 
purposes. The Society, therefore, must soon find other 
quarters for its activities and this brings to the fore a ques- 
tion which has long been a matter of concern to the Society 
and its subsidiary, The New York Section. 


There have always been some misconceptions in regard to 
the relationship between the Society and the Section. The 
similarity of names and the same location have resulted in 
much confusion in the minds of the public and even among 
the members of the respective organizations. Members of 
the New York Section became automatically members of 
the American Society, receiving all its publications. For 
many years the Section membership, in addition to paying 
the annual dues of its members to the American Society, 
contributed a substantial sum to the operating expenses and 
upkeep of the building, but of late, owing to the depression, 
the Section has found it impossible to pay anything more 
than the annual dues and at the same time continue with 
its activities. On the other hand, the Society’s resources 
will not permit of its acquiring and maintaining a building 
sufficiently large to accommodate the increasing number of 
members in attendance at the lectures and afternoon teas 
conducted by the Section. 


Under the circumstances, therefore, the Trustees of the 
Society and the Board of Governors of the Section deemed it 
for the best interests of both organizations that they should 
separate; accordingly, the members of the Section sur- 
rendered their charter received from the American Society 
and formed a new society, The Psychic Research Society 
of New York, Incorporated, with headquarters at No. 71 
West 23rd Street, New York City. The American Society 
will remain at Hyslop House until compelled to vacate, and 
its members will be notified as soon as new premises have 
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been obtained. It is needless to say that the relations be- 
tween the two societies are, and will remain, as cordial as 
ever, and the American Society hopes that the members of 
the Section will remain members of the Society at a mini- 
mum expense of $5.00 per annum. 

The objects of the Society and the Section have been in 
a sense the same, that is, the advancement of psychic re- 
search and the dissemination of knowledge in reference 
thereto, but their methods have differed. The members of 
the Society are widely scattered throughout the country, 
and, to an extent, the world, and its best service to them 
is through scientific research, the results of which are made 
available to members in its publications. The Section, on the 
other hand, has endeavored to bring its members into more 
intimate and personal contact with psychic research, by way 
of lectures by qualified students of the subject, social meet- 
ings for discussion and by furnishing attested mediums so 
that members might judge for themselves as to the authen- 
ticity of psychic communications. Thus the activities of 
the two organizations have been complimentary, and their 
separation will make it possible for each to expand its activi- 
ties in the direction in which it will render the most 
valuable service. 

Psychical research is entering upon a new era due to dis- 
coveries made in this and related fields of psychology and 
physiology, and the development of new sensitive instru- 
ments for such investigations. It is the intention of the 
American Society for Psychical Research to take an active 
part in these new lines of research and to foster similar in- 
vestigations on the part of universities, colleges and individ- 
ual scientists. It is planning budgetary provisions for 
making some small grants of money to individual scientists 
who are in a position to make valuable investigations. The 
results of its investigations, and those of others in this 
field, will be presented in the JouRNAL and also at meetings 
for members as well as at meetings to which the general 
public will be invited. 








